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Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors 


I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  1 965- 


General  Statistics 


Registrar  General's  Estimate  of  Mid  Year  Population  6,920 

Area  in  Acres  3,312 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  1,964 

Rateable  Value  £190,415 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  £750 

Comparability  Factors  Births  1 . 1 4 

Deaths  0.34 


Vital  Statistics 


Births ; 


No.  of  Registered  Live  Births,  1965 


Male 

Female 

1 

Total 

Legitimate 

126 

Illegitimate 

5 

3 

8 

Tot  al 

61 

73 

134 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 
Birth  rate  England  and  V# ales 
Comparable  birth  rate 

Four  legitimate  still-births  were  recorded. 

Deaths 


No.  of  Registered  Deaths  1965 


i 

Male 

Female 

Tot  al 

88 

3 

l - . . 

98 

GO 

On 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population  26.8 
Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  11.5 
Comparable  death  rate  9. 11 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  Borough,  excluding  those  occurring  in 
St.  Lawrence's  Hospital,  was  68  (44  male,  24  female),  giving  a rate  of  11. 7 
per  1,000  resident  population. 
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The  Distribution  of  Deaths  by  Age,  Sex  and  Cause 
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II  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Hospitals 


The  East  Cornwall  Hospital  in  the  Borough  has  out-patient 
facilities,  physiotherapy  and  X-Ray  services  available,  with  limited 
accommodation.  Beds  are  also  available  for  some  surgical  and  medical 
cases.  The  hospital's  future  role  is  undecided.  Plans  to  replace  the 
out-patient  services  by  new  ones  at  St.  Lawrence's  Hospital  have  been 
deferred.  Improvements  to  existing  accommodation  were  contemplated,  but 
no  decision  reached. 

St.  Lawrence's  Hospital,  also  in  the  Borough,  continues  to 
provide  for  the  needs  of  the  mentally  ill  for  the  County.  In  spite  of 
extended  out-patient  services,  the  number  of  hospital  patients  continues 
to  remain  much  the  same.  The  closure  of  the  hospital's  laboratory,  used 
for  routine  procedures,  is  a distinct  disadvantage. 

Major  specialist  facilities  are  available  at  the  City  Hospital, 
Truro,  or  Plymouth.  Midwifery  and  gynaecological  cases  are  referred  to 
Redruth  or  Plymouth,  whilst  an  increasing  number  of  normal  confinements 
are  now  admitted  to  the  new  Maternity  Unit;  in  St.  Austell. 

Laboratory  Services 

All  Public  Health  work  is  no w carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  the  City  Hospital,  Truro. 

County  Council  Services 

Ambulance  Services  Hospital  transport  is  supplied  by  radio- 
controlled  County  vehicles  based  at  the  main  station  in  the  town.  Sitting 
cases  are  also  conveyed  by  the  Voluntary  Hospital  Car  Service.  The 
service  provided  was  adequate  during  the  year. 
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Infant  'Welfare;  The  Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  available  twice  each 
month.  Immunisation  and  advisory  services  are  provided  in  the  Council’s 
Narisa  Hall.  The  average  clinic  attendance  during  1965  was  30.  Dental 
services  for  expectant  mothers  and  children  are  also  available  in  new  premises 
provided  by  the  Borough  Council. 

Home  Nursing,  Midwifery  and  Health  Visiting;  Two  district  nurse- 
midwives  were  employed  during  the  year.  Forty  domiciliary  confinements  were 
attended.  The  number  of  confinements  in  hospital  or  nursing  home  was  99* 

One  full-time  health  visitor  was  employed,  and  cases  of  tuberculosis  and 
their  families  were  supervised  by  a tuberculosis  health  visitor. 

Home  Help  Service;  Nineteen  families  were  supplied  with  domestic 
help.  Thirteen  of  these  were  elderly  persons,  unable  to  care  completely  for 
themselves . 


Homes  for  the  Elderly;  Atheist an  House,  the  new  home  for  the 
elderly,  was  occupied  during  the  year.  The  unit  provides  excellent 
accommodation  and  is  a great  improvement  on  that  previously  available. 

School  Health  Services;  Routine  examination  revealed  no  evidence 
of  malnutrition,  the  vast  majority  of  children  being  well  fed  and  well 
dressed.  The  County  Secondary  School  is  the  only  modern  school  in  the 
Borough.  Both  the  Grammar  and  Primary  Schools  have  many  deficiencies  and 
overcrowding  is  frequent.  Tuck  Shops  and  school  milk  are  still  provided, 
and  both  could  readily  be  dispensed  with.  The  savings  on  the  latter  could 
well  be  used  to  provide  the  extra  amenities  to  which  the  Tuck  Shop  profits 
are  supposed  to  be  devoted.  The  odd  tooth  or  two  might  even  be  saved  as  a 
secondary  consideration. 


Ill  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


water  Supplies 


The  North  Cornwall  hater  Board  was  the  responsible  authority  for 
the  Town's  water  supply,  which  continued  to  be  provided  in  part  from  the 
original  sources  at  St.  Breward  and  from  the  Board’s  De  Lank  source.  There 
were  no  reported  shortages  during  1965?  and  of  the  45  samples  taken,  4 only 
v.rere  bacteriologically  unsatisfactory.  All  these  occurred  during  the  month 
of  October.  Complaints  continued  concerning  frequent  discoloration  of  the 
supply,  and  in  spite  of  reference  tc  the  Board  no  change  was  noted. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  Council  now  has  three  modern  sewage  disposal  works,  at  Dragon 
Pits,  Scarletts  Well  and  Blowinghouses , quite  capable  of  coping  with  any 
moderate  increase  of  population.  One  difficulty  experienced  at  Scarletts 
We 11  related  to  the  inadequacy  of  sludge  drying  beds  during  a very  wet 
season.  The  disposal  of  sludge  presents  some  problems.  Modifications  to 
the  old  sewers  and  leat  to  separate  sewage  from  surface'  water  have  not  yet 
been  embarked  upon. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  same  form  of  collection  continued  during  1965?  and-  the  new 
site  at  Scarletts  well  has  been  opened.  Y/ith  adequate  control  no  problems 
should  arise. 

Rodent  Control 


The  Council  employs  its  own  rodent  operative.  No  major 
infestations  by  rats  or  mice  were  recorded  during  the  year. 
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Caravan  Sites 


The  single  licenced  site  at  Dunmere  continued  to  be  occupied  and 
.veil  operated.  The  single  unlicenced  site  at  Tregrylls  Farm  also  continued 
in  use.  Statutory  action  was  pending  at  the  end  of  I965  against  the  owner. 

Six  site  licences  were  in  existence  for  individual  caravans. 

Public  Health  Inspection 

Summary  of  Inspections 


Public  Health  Acts  450 
Food  and  Drug  Acts  254 
Infectious  Diseases  71 
Office,  Shops  & Railway  Premises  Acts  224 
Meat  Inspection  431 
Others  216 


1 , 646 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Acts 

Registrations  and  General  Inspections 




Class  of 

Premises 

" - — " ~ ■■ 

No.  of  Premises 
Registered 
during  the  year 

Total  No.  of 
Registered 
Premises  at 
end  of  .year 

No.  of  Registered  j 

Premises  Receiving  j 
general  inspection 
during  the  year 

Catering 

Establishments 

| Fuel  Storage 
! Depots 


Offices 

Retail  Shops  ! 

I 

'Wholesale  Shops/ 
Warehouses  1 


21 

75 

5 

6 

3 


5 

45 

5 

6 


No.  of  Visits-  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered  Premises s 224 

Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in  Registered  Premises 


Class  of  'Workplace  No.  of  persons  Employed 

1 


Offices 

61  i 

Retail  Shops 

165  j 

Wholesale  departments/ warehouses 

63  ! 

Catering  establishments  open  to 

the  public 

Canteens 

15  j 

_ j 

Fuel  storage  depots 

10  j 

Total 

314  1 

Total  Males 

i 

126 

Total  Females 

188  | 
I 
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Much  to  ray  disappointment,  the  Council  has  now  reduced  the  amount 
of  Public  Health  inspection,  by  creating  a Housing  Department  and  putting 
the  Assistant  Public  Health  Inspector  in  charge.  This  Deans  that  the 
routine  inspections  which  were  just  beginning  to  be  organised  and  appreciated 
as  a means  of  gradually  raising  hygiene  standards  in  the  various  services  in 
the  town  will  no  longer  be  possible  without  further  addition  to  the  Public 
Health  staff.  To  obtain  anyone  is  difficult  enough,  but  a replacement  with 
Mr.  Madam’s  experience  will  be  an  even  more  difficult  task. 


Factories 

The  industrial  development  of  the  Borough  has  continued,  ".Talker 
Lines  having  been  purchased  by  the  Council.  Seven  businesses  have  been 
established  during  the  year  and  negotiations  are  in  hand  for  others. 

Housing 


Council;  The  redevelopment  of  Downing  Street  is  nearing  completion 
comprising  16  x 4 bedroom  flats  and  1 shop  and  flat.  Tenders  have  been 
accepted  for  the  redevelopment  of  Rhind  Street  with  16  x 2 bedroom  2 storey 
flats,  and  1 block  3 storey  flats  containing  4x2  bedroom  maisonettes  and 
4 x 1 bedroom  flats,  a total  of  24  flats  altogether.  Work  is  in  progress 
on  57  x 2 bedroom  bungalows  and  48  garages  in  Midway  Road.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  6 bungalows  had  been  completed. 

Private;  Private  building  has  continued.  The  Council  provided 
two  sites  for  private  building,  one  at  Crabtree  Lane  (35  sites)  and  one  at 
St.  Marys  Road  (44  sites),  only  a few  of  which  remain  unsold. 

Summary  of  houses  built  during  the  year 

Private  dwellings  9^ 

Council  dwellings  1 2 


Food  and  Drugs  Act 

13  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  and  the 
preparation  of  food,  and  5 distributors  are  registered  under  the  Second 
Schedule  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955* 

12  samples  of  ice  cream  -were  taken,  the  results  of  which  were  as 

follows ; - 


Unsound  Food 

The  following 


Grade  I 
Grade  II 


items  were  inspected  and 

Canned  Meat 
Fish  Packs 
Poultry  Packs 
Canned  Vegetables 
& Meats 

Other  Prepared  Packs 


1C 

2 


surrendered  voluntarily; - 

2?8 

132 

77 

543 

795 


Slaughter  of  Animals 


The  two  privately  owned  slaughterhouses  were  operated  satis- 
factorily. All  animals  were  inspected  within  six  hours  of  slaughter  - 
most  at  the  time  of  slaughter. 


: 


' 
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, 1 

; Cattle 

? : 

Calves 

sheep 

Pigs  | 

j No.  killed 

367 

15 

682 

507 

j No.  inspected 

t - - - 

367 

15 

. 

682 

507 

_ . 

i All  diseases  except 

r r ■ 

I cysticercosis  & tuberculosis 

! 

1 

j Whole  carca.se  condemned 

nil 

nil 

2 

i 

I 

nil  , 

Carcase  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

40 

nil 

7 

CM 

CM 

1 

! Tuberculosis  only 

. 

i 

j Whole  carcase  condemned 

nil 

nil 

nil 

•n 

nil 

j Carcase  of  which  some  part 

nil 

nil 

-- 

nil 

/• 

0 

or  organ  was  condemned 

: Cysticercosis  only 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil  i 

Prevention  and  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases 


Notified  infectious  diseases,  1965 


Measles  128 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  5 
Whooping  Cough  3 
Non  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  1 


An  extensive  outbreak  of  measles  occurred  during  the  year.  No 
deaths  nor  serious  complications  were  reported.  Five  new  notifications  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  discouraging.  Three,  ho?/ ever , were  associated 
with  St.  Lawrence's  Hospital,  and  two  were  incidental  findings  in  elderly 
patients.  No  secondary  cases  were  discovered  in  their  immediate  contacts. 

There  were  no  reported  cases  of  food  poisoning. 


The  usual  prophylactic  inoculations  were  available,  and  the 
proportion  of  children  born  in  1964  who  had  complete  courses  weres- 


Triple  Vaccine  (Diphtheria,  whooping  Cough,  Tetanus) 

Smallpox 

Poiiomylitis 


?2- ' 
2 Cf/b 
6 9^ 


The  mass  radiography  unit  now  visits  the  town  each  fortnight, 
stationed  on  the  Priory  Car  Park.  No  exceptional  incidence  of  pulmonary 
disease  has  been  reported. 


My  thanks  are  expressed  to  Mr.  Webb  for  information  contained 
in  the  report,  and  my  appreciation  is  extended  to  the  Council  and  staff 
for  their  continued  support. 


Your  obedient  servant , 


John  Reed. 


$ 


